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Chapter 8, continued
Refutation of the Gentiles

The amazing thing, moreover, is this. The
objects of worship formerly were varied and
countless; each place had its own idol and
the so-called god of one place could not pass
over to another in order to persuade the
people there to worship him, but was barely
reverenced even by his own. Indeed no!
Nobody worshipped his neighbor's god, but
every man had his own idol and thought that
it was lord of all.

But now Christ alone is worshipped, as One
and the Same among all peoples
everywhere; and what the feebleness of idols
could not do, namely, convince even those
dwelling close at hand, He has effected. He
has persuaded not only those close at hand,
but literally the entire world to worship one
and the same Lord and through Him the
Father.

(47) Again, in former times every place was
full of the fraud of the oracles, and the
utterances of those at Delphi and Dordona
and in Boeotia and Lycia and Libya and
Egypt and those of the Kabiri and the
Pythoness were considered marvelous by
the minds of men. But now, since Christ has
been proclaimed everywhere, their madness
too has ceased, and there is no one left
among them to give oracles at all.

Then, too, demons used to deceive men's
minds by taking up their abode in springs or
rivers or trees or stones and imposing upon
simple people by their frauds. But now, since
the Divine appearing of the Word, all this
fantasy has ceased, for by the sign of the
cross, if a man will but use it, he drives out
their deceits.

Again, people used to regard as gods those
who are mentioned in the poets—Zeus and
Kronos and Apollo and the heroes, and in
worshipping them they went astray. But now
that the Savior has appeared among men,
those others have been exposed as mortal
men, and Christ alone is recognized as true
God, Word of God, God Himself.

And what is one to say about the magic that
they think so marvelous? Before the sojourn
of the Word, it was strong and active among
Egyptians and Chaldeans and Indians and
filled all who saw it with terror and
astonishment. But by the coming of the Truth
and the manifestation of the Word it too has
been confuted and entirely destroyed.

As to Greek wisdom, however, and the
philosophers' noisy talk, | really think no one
requires argument from us; for the amazing
fact is patent to all that, for all that they had
written so much, the Greeks failed to
convince even a few from their own
neighborhood in regard to immortality and
the virtuous ordering of life.

Christ alone, using common speech and
through the agency of men not clever with
their tongues, has convinced whole
assemblies of people all the world over to
despise death, and to take heed to the things
that do not die, to look past the things of time
and gaze on things eternal, to think nothing
of earthly glory and to aspire only to
immortality.




