THE PRE SANCTIFIED LITURGY
In form and content, the PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY is probable the most
ancient of all the Eastern Liturgies in use today. St. Sophonius at Jerusalem in 646
AD calls this liturgy "an apostolic institution," meaning that it was in general use
at that time and had been instituted during the time of the Apostles. It can well be
called the most "apostolic" in its order and spirit. It is attested at Byzantium as the
Lenten substitute for the Divine Liturgy by Canon of the Council in Trullo (692
AD) which takes it for granted that this is the only conceivable Liturgy allowed
during the Great Fast.
Something of the nature of the Presanctified Liturgy can be traced back to the PreNicene times of the fast days in the West, so that it may be recognized that this
liturgy was in use in Byzantium before 440 AD.
The PRE SANCTIFIED LITURGY is a survival of the practice of the early
Christians of taking a portion of the Holy Gifts home after the Holy Eucharist was
celebrated in the catacombs and other hidden places. With this reserved Holy
Mysteries, (Sacrament) the Christians could continue to communicate the
Heavenly Bread during the following weeks on those fast days when there was no
Eucharistic celebration of the Divine Liturgy.
When this practice of the domestic reservation of the Holy Mysteries, (Sacrament)
was given up (5th century), the custom was transferred to the local parish churches,
where the Reserved Sacrament was kept on the Holy Altar Table in a special
receptacle, and then it was distributed during the following week.
THE LITURGY OF THE PRE SANCTIFIED GIFTS DIFFERS FROM
ST.JOHN'S AND ST. BASILS LITURGIES IN THAT THE ELEMENTS
OFFERED FOR COMMUNION HAVE BEEN PREPARED AND
CONSECRATED PREVIOUSLY.
Since this liturgy is preformed only during the Great Fast Season, the Gifts of the
Liturgy are consecrated at the Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom on Cheese-Fare
Sunday, Palm Sunday and the Feast of the Annunciation when the holy day occurs
on a weekday; and the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great on the 1S\ 2nd, 3rd, 4t\ and5th
Sundays of the Great Fast.
Historically, the Liturgies of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great were
always referred to by ancient Christians as "Pascha", Christos Onesti, the
offering and the consecration at these liturgies were participated in by the faithful
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and received with same expression of joy and warmth as the Feast of Feasts,
Pascha. But this expression is not in order during the penitential season, that is
during the days of the Great Fast Season, these are called Alleluia Days, the
Church has prohibited the Paschal Liturgies to be celebrated during The Great Fast
except as noted above, only on Saturdays, Sundays, and the Annunciation.
However, it remains absolutely necessary for the devout Christian to be constantly
strengthened with the Heavenly Gifts of the Body and Blood of Christ during all
seasons and especially during the Great Fast. So that the fasting, penitent Christian
may continue to commune God's Heavenly Gifts, the Presanctified Liturgy is
celebrated during the Lenten Season, and offers the opportunity to each of the
faithful, to remain faithful to the Lord God.
The Presanctified Liturgy is an evening service, and it should be attended by all the
faithful after a full day's fast. It is made up of elements drawn from Vespers as
well as the Synaxis, the Anaphora, and this is followed by communion from the
presanctified host.
Because the Gifts have been prepared and consecrated previously, in the
Presanctified Liturgy there no offertory (Proskomedia) and no consecration
(Anaphora). The Lamb of God, already sacrificed, offered, and transmutted into
the Body and Blood of Christ, is reverently brought out of the tabernacle on the
Alter Table during the Vespers portion of the Liturgy, and then transferred
solemnly to the Table of Obliations. From there the gifts are brought out in
solemn silence during the Great Entrance and carried forth again to the Holy Altar
Table. Then together with the priest all who have fasted and prepared themselves,
commune of the PRE SANCTIFIED BODY & BLOOD
This Liturgy preserves some very early Christian features which are a fine study
and introduction of the other two liturgies commonly used in the Eastern Church
today, namely, the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom and the Divine Liturgy
ofSt. Basil the Great. For example, this Liturgy retains the practice of the reading
of certain psalms which was the practice in early Christianity; from Jewish
Tradition the candle and censer litany around the Holy Altar Table is an early
practice; the proclamation: "The Light of Christ enlightens all who come into the
world". This indicate the Unwaning Light of Easter, and is an echo of the liturgies
held in the catacombs.
This also sets forth the fact that as the Prophets, whose readings we read and hear,
were illumined by this very same Light of God, so that we to, in this age; are
enlightened and illumined by the same Eternal Loving and Merciful God.
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