Parish established on January 29, 1993 - Church blessed in October 4, 2007

OUR LADY OF WISDOM
ITALO-GREEK BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
2120 Lindell Road, Las Vegas, NV 89146 – (702) 873-5101
E-mail: OLOWIS@embarqmail.com – Website: www.OurLadyOfWisdom.net
Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:00am - 4:30pm

th

th

March 7 & March 8 , 2015
Parish Served By:
Rt. Rev. Archimadrite Francis M. Vivona, S.T.M., J.C.L., Pastor
Rev. Subdeacon Paul F. Kilroy
Rose Watkins, Christodoulah
Kehaulani Harker, Matriarch – William Griffith, Patriarch
Toni Ritchey, Secretary – Claire Lynott, Finance Officer
Lupe Ritzo, ECF Director
Donna Logan, Prayer Line Coordinator (702-236-4930)
Liturgies and Services:
Vesper Divine Liturgy: Saturday, 5:00 PM
Third Hour – Sunday: 10:00 AM
Divine Liturgy – Sunday 10:30 AM
Third Hour and Communion – Mon, Tues, Thurs, and Fri: 9:00 AM
Confessions: 15 minutes before each Liturgy or by appointment

Veneration of the Holy Cross

Our Lady of Wisdom Mission Statement
Our mission is to foster a Catholic and Godly renewal with worship through the awe-inspiring
Liturgy of the Byzantine Catholic Church; in order to bring the message of the Living Lord to the
faithful and seekers of truth.

Parish Membership
The Family of Our Lady of Wisdom is open to any Catholic, and to anyone:
- who is interested in seeking the Lord Jesus Christ through His Word and Sacred Mysteries (Sacraments)
- who accepts the teachings of the Catholic Church
- who will help us form a community based on the Lord’s love
- who is willing to grow as a Christian within the legitimate traditions of the Byzantine Catholic Church
- who acknowledges the authority of the Pope, Bishop and Pastor
- who will attend Liturgical Services on Saturday or Sunday, and on the Great Holy Days
- who is willing to support the growth of the Church by sharing their Time, Talent and Treasure (financial support)
- who will participate in the yearly Bishop’s Appeal

For registration information, please contact the Parish Office.

CHRIST IS AMONG US! HE IS AND ALWAYS WILL BE!
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, March 7 – 3rd All Souls Saturday
11:00am – All Souls Divine Liturgy +Doris Dennis
Readings: 1 Thes 4:13-17; Jn 5:24-30
5:00pm - Vesper Liturgy Kutia after Liturgy +Pro Populo
Readings: Heb 10:32-38; Mk 2:14-17
Sunday, March 8 – 3rd Sunday of the Great Fast /
Veneration of the Cross
10:00am - Third Hour
10:30am - Divine Liturgy +Felda Jane Davis
Readings: Heb 4:14-5:6; Mk 8:34-9:1
Monday, March 9 – 40 Martyrs of Sebaste
9:00am - Third Hour and Communion
5:30pm - Soup Supper with Teaching following
Reading: Gen 8:21-9:7; Prov 11:19-12:6; Heb 12:1-10; Mt 20:1-16
Tuesday, March 10 – Codratus and Others, Martyrs
9:00am - Third Hour and Communion
Readings: Gen 9:8-17; Prov 12:8-22
Wednesday, March 11 – Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem
7:00pm - Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts +Mary Marlene Santo
Readings: Gen 9:18-10:1; Prov 12:23-13:9
Thursday, March 12 – Theophane, Venerable-Confessor
9:00am - Third Hour and Communion
Readings: Gen 10:32-11:9; Prov 13:19-14:6
Friday, March 13 – Translation of the Relics of Nicephorus, Patriarch
9:00am - Third Hour and Communion
Readings: Gen 12:1-7; Prov 14:15-26
Saturday, March 14 – 4th All Souls Saturday
11:00am – All Souls Divine Liturgy +George Dennis
Readings: 1 Thes 4:13-27; Jn 5:24-30
5:00pm - Vesper Liturgy +Vita Vivona &
Panahida +Mary Marlene Santo
Readings: Heb 6:9-12; Mk 7:31-37
Sunday, March 15 – 4th Sunday of the Great Fast /
Holy Father John Climacus
10:00am - Third Hour
10:30am - Divine Liturgy +Suzette Stevens
Readings: Heb 6:13-20; Mk 9:17-31
Readings for Holy Father John Climacus: Eph 5:9-19; Mt 4:25-5:12

SS. Priest-Martyrs at Chersonia: Basil, Ephrem, Capito,
Eugene, Everius, Missionary Bishops to the Crimea and South of
Russia, and four others with them. Suffered A.D. 296. Venerable
Paul, the Simple, in Egypt, a Solitary of wonderful patience and
meekness. He passed away about A.D. 339, in the reign of
Constantine II, Emperor.
Our Venerable Father and Confessor, Theophylact, Bishop of
Nicomedia, was a disciple of Tharasius. Bishop, defended the
veneration of Icons and Statues of Saints. Died in 30 years exile
A.D. 845, in the reign of Emperor Michael III.
SS. Forty Martyrs at Sebaste in Armenia, were exposed naked
on a frozen pond until death by the power of Licinius A.D. 320.
SS. Codratus and Companions: Cyprian, Anectus, and Criscent,
died A.D. 257, after years in prison under Valerian, Emperor.
Our Holy Father, Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem, died A.D.
638, in the reign of Heraclius the Emperor. He revised the
prominent Church Book called the “Minea” and also composed the
prayer for the solemn blessing of the water on the Feast of the
Epiphany.
Our Venerable Father and Confessor, Theophan of Syngria, was
banished by the Emperor Leo the Armenian for his stand against
the Iconoclasts at the Second Council of Nicea A.D. 787. Died in
exile A.D. 818, bound and starved to death. Our Holy Father,
Gregory the Great, Dialogus, Pope of Rome, who probably
composed the Liturgy of the Presanctified for the Church of the
Eastern Rites. He died A.D. 604 in the reign of Emperor Phocas.
Translation of Relics of Our Father, Nicephor, Patriarch of
Constantinople. He defended the practice of the veneration of Icons
in the persecution of Leo the Armenian. He died in the 15th year of
his exile A.D. 771, in the reign of Constantine V Copronymus,
Emperor.
Our Venerable Father, Benedict, Abbot. He founded in Italy, in the
sixth century, the Benedictine Order based on the rules of St. Basil
the Great, hence merited the title of “Patriarch of the Western
Monks.” Died A.D. 543. St. Alexander of Pidna, Priest-Martyr,
suffered and died in Thrace A.D. 272, in the reign of Aurelian,
Emperor.

THE NUN ANASTASIA
The Nun Anastasia lived in Constantinople and was descended from an aristocratic family. The pious patrician was for many the image of
virtue and she enjoyed the great esteem of the Emperor, Justinian (527-565). Having early been widowed, Anastasia decided to leave the world and
save her soul far off from the bustle of the capital. She secretly abandoned Constantinople and set off to Alexandria. She founded a small monastery
not far from the city and devoted herself wholly to God. Several years later the emperor Justinian was widowed and decided to seek out Anastasia so
as to marry her. Having learned of this, blessed Anastasia immediately set out to a remote skete monastery to Abba Daniel (Comm. 18 March) for
help. In order to safeguard Anastasia, the elder dressed her in a man’s monastic garb and called her the eunuch Anastasias. Having settled her in one
of the very remote caves, the elder gave her a rule of prayer and ordered her never to leave the cave and receive no one. Only one monk knew this
place: he had the obedience once a week to bring to the cave a small portion of bread and a pitcher of water, leaving it at the entrance. The nun,
Anastasia, dwelt in suchlike seclusion for 28 years. Everyone reckoned that, in the cave, it was the eunuch, Anastasias that pursued asceticism. The
Lord revealed to her the day of her death. Having learned of immanence of death, she wrote on a potsherd several words for Abba Daniel and placed
it at the entrance to the cave. The starets (elder) came quickly and brought everything necessary for her burial. He found the holy ascetic still alive,
and he confessed and communed her with the Holy Mysteries. At the request of the Abba, blessed Anastasia blessed him and the monk
accompanying him. With the words: “Lord, into Thy hands I commend my spirit,” – the saint quietly died (+ c. 567-568).
When the grave
was prepared, the starets gave his disciple a riasa and ordered him to dress the deceased brother. Putting on the riasa, the monk realised that before
him was a woman, but he did not dare to say anything. The relics of the nun, Anastasia, were transferred in the year 1200 to Constantinople and put
not far from the temple of Saint Sophia.

++++Parish Information and Important Dates ++++
A SPECIAL THANK YOU - Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for all your prayers for my Marscha's recovery.
Our Mother Mary heard your sincere prayers and brought them to Jesus for Marscha so that she has had a
successful recovery from her ordeal. We thank you for all you have done. Tony and Marscha Ranieri
LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS is celebrated each Wednesday at 7:00pm during the Great Fast.
SOUP SUPPERS – Please join us for Soup Supper each Monday beginning February 23rd, at 5:30pm, in the Parish Hall
during the Great Fast. We will provide the soup and you, please, bring bread to share!
SOUP SUPPER TEACHINGS – This year, Fr. Francis will be teaching Canon Law that applies to parish life of the
Italo-Greek Church.
HELPING THE HOMELESS – Thank you to everyone who has brought in items for the backpacks for the homeless
thus far. Backpacks will be filled Sunday, March 15th, after Liturgy, if you would like to volunteer. We are still taking
donations.
LAMB ROAST RESURRECTION DINNER will be on Sunday, April 12th. Ticket donation is only $25.00 per person,
including one beverage. Please see Sub Deacon Paul for tickets.
BISHOP’S APPEAL HAS BEGUN!! As is done each year, we are asked to participate in the Bishop’s Appeal. I ask that
you prayerfully consider your pledge that you give to the Bishop for the Work of the Eparchy. Please remember that this
is a parishioner obligation and the recommended. Sacrificial pledge is $200.00 per household, which can be paid in
monthly installments until May 31, 2015. God Bless You!
MONASTERY DAY OF RECOLLECTION for Our Lady of Wisdom will be on Saturday, September 5th, at the St.
Anthony Monastery, meals and retreat master are included. If you are interested in going, please drop a note in the
collection basket addressed to Father Francis which will reserve your spot. Twenty-two seats are already taken. Three
seats are left.
MYRRH-BEARER EPARCHIAL RETREAT for women will be June 26, 27 & 28, 2015. The retreat will be in
Phoenix. Start saving now if you wish to attend; meals are included. Please see Mary Wieshaar for details.

FORTY MARTYRS OF SEBASTE
The martyrdom of the Holy 40 Martyrs of Sebasteia is a powerful lesson in Christian faith, perseverance, sacrifice, and
friendship. The story of this martyrdom begins in the early part of the 4 th century when the persecution of Christians was still active.
There were 40 soldiers of the Roman army who possessed sincere faith in Jesus Christ. When it was realized that they would not deny
their belief in the Lord, they were brought to trial before their commander, who threatened to have them discharged from the military
dishonorably. One of the soldiers responded: “Do not take only our military status, but also our bodies; nothing is dearer or of greater
honor to us than Christ our God.” Following a number of failed attempts to torture them, they were finally stripped, tied, and thrown
into a lake. It happened to be wintertime and the temperature was extremely cold. To tempt the soldiers to deny Christ, the torturers lit
fires near the lake to entice them to deny Christ. One soldier actually did come out of the water and headed for the fire, but before he
could get there, he died. During the night, a light from heaven came down and heated the lake and warmed these Christian witnesses.
At the same time, 39 crowns were sent from heaven and rested upon each of them. One of the soldiers torturing them saw this and,
moved by this event, confessed the Christ as Lord and Savior and joined the others in the lake. A 40th crown appeared and descended
upon him at that very moment. In the morning, the commander was furious when he learned of the events and ordered that their legs
be broken and they be thrown back into the lake. On the third day following their drowning, the martyrs appeared to the local bishop
and told him to search beneath the water and recover their relics. In the middle of the night, the bishop, along with his priests, went to
the lake where they found the relics glowing in the water and, gathering them together, they gave them a proper burial.

