THEOPHANY - EPIPHANY

Obscured in antiquity are the origins of the two Feastdays, Theophany and Epiphany, which
the Church celebrates on January 6. Both of these Feastdays originated in the Eastern
Roman Empire as evidenced by the Greek words used to describe them.

The word, THEOPHANY (Theos-God; epiphaneia-manifestation) means in literal
translations, “Manifestation of God”. The literal meaning of EPIPHANY (Epi-above;
Epiphaneia-manifestation is “Manifestation from above”. At first glance, this may appear to
some as a distinction without a difference, as indeed it was in the Early Church. Even today
some Orthodox and Catholic Christians use the terms interchangeable, yet in their eventual
evolution and practice they are different.

There was much confusion among Early Christians of the East and West about when and
how to acknowledge the various manifestations of God. The Early Church recognized four
such manifestations, which are called THE FOUR MANIFESTATIONS, WHERE THE
Lord appeared to mankind in glory and divinity. They are:

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
THE VISIT OF THE MAGI
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
THE MIRACLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST OF CANA.

Early the Nativity and the Baptism of Christ were celebrated on January 6. Later the
Nativity was moved to December 25 in an effort to accommodate and eventually replace the
heathen festival centered around the winter solstice. The Armenians still celebrate the
Nativity and the Baptism of Christ on January 6 according to ancient custom. While both
East and West settled on December 25 as the date for the Nativity, there evolved no
consensus on which of the MANIFESTATIONS should be recognized on January 6.

EPIPHANY (January 6) IN THE WESTERN CHURCH
Very early in its history, the Western Church assigned to January 6 the manifestation of God
associated with the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child in Bethlehem (which in the Eastern
Church is associated with the Nativity)

THEOPHANY (January 6) IN THE EASTERN CHURCH






